What is claimed is: 

1. A computer- implemented database comprising: 

a* one or more sets of data value elements, each data 
value element having a position in one of the one 
5 or more sets of data value elements and a data 

value; 

b. at least a first and a second set of instance 
elements, each instance element having a position 
in its respective set of instance elements and an 

10 instance value, and each set of instance elements 

corresponding to an attribute, 

c. wherein for a first instance element in the first 
set of instance elements 

(i) a first associated data value element in the 
15 °ne or more sets of data value elements is 

derived from the first instance element's 
position, and 

(ii) a single second instance element in the second 
set of instance elements, whose position in 

20 the second set of instance elements is 

different from the first instance element's 
position in the first set of instance 
elements, is derived from the first instance 
element's instance value, and 

25 d. further wherein 

(i) a second associated data value element in the 
one or more sets of data value elements is 
associated with the second instance element 
and at least one other element in the second 

30 set of instance elements, and 

(ii) the first instance element can be derived from 
the second instance element independent of the 
first instance element's value • 

2. The database of claim 1, wherein the second instance 
35 element is a next element, 

3. The database of claims 1, wherein one of the one or more 
sets of data value elements is sorted. 
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4. The database of claim 1, wherein one of the one or more 
sets of data value elements is condensed such that the 
set comprises unique data values, 

5. The database of claim 1, wherein one of the one or more 
5 sets of data values is condensed, such that the set 

comprises unique data values, and sorted. 

6. The database of claim 1, wherein all data value elements 
having equal data values have contiguous positions in 
one of the one or more sets of data value elements. 

10 7. The database of claim 1 wherein one of the one or more 
sets of data value elements is an algorithm that 
generates a sequence of unique values and, for each data 
value in the sequence, a position of the data value in 
the one set of data value elements is given by the 

15 position the value would have in the sequence if all 

data values were generated by the algorithm. 

8. The database of claim 5 wherein the first associated 
data value element is in the condensed set of data value 
elements and further comprising: 

20 a displacement set of displacement elements 

associated with the condensed set of data value 
elements, each element in the displacement set 
having a position in the displacement set and a 
displacement value, wherein the first associated 

25 data value element is further derived from the 

displacement set. 

9. The database of claim 8 wherein each element in the 
displacement set has a single associated element in the 
condensed set of data value elements derived from its 

30 position. 

10. The database of claim 8 wherein each element in the 
displacement set is associated with a range of elements 
in the first instance set, each element in the range 
being associated with the same data value element. 

35 11. The database of claim 10 wherein the displacement value 
of an element in the displacement set specifies a first 
position in its associated range of positions. 
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12 • The database of claim 10 wherein the displacement value 
of an element in the displacement set specifies a last 
position in its associated range of positions. 

13. The database of claim 10 wherein the displacement value 
5 of an element in the displacement set specifies the 

number of positions in its associated range of 
positions. 

14 . The database of claim 1 wherein the second associated 
data value element is in a condensed set of data value 

10 elements and further comprising: 

a. a displacement set of displacement elements 
associated with the condensed set of data value 
elements, each displacement element having a 
position in the displacement set and a displacement 

15 value, 

b. an occurrence set of occurrence elements associated 
with the first set of instance elements , each 
occurrence element having a position in the 
occurrence set and an occurrence value, and 

2 0 c. wherein 

(i) the second instance element is further derived 
from the displacement set and the occurrence 
set, and 

(ii) the second associated data value element is 
25 derived from the first instance element's 

instance value. 

15. The database of claim 14 wherein the second instance 
element is derived from a displacement set element whose 
position is given by the first instance element's 

30 instance value and an occurrence set element whose 

position is given by the first instance element's 
position. 

16. The database of claim 14 wherein the second instance 
element is derived from summing the value of a 

35 displacement set element whose position is given by the 

first instance element's instance value and the value of 
an occurrence list element whose position is given by 
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the first instance element's position. 

17 . The database of claim 1 wherein a group of associated 

instance elements comprising the second instance element 
and all associated instance elements derived from the 
5 second instance element's "instance value includes the 

first instance element. 

18 • The database of claim 17 wherein each associated 

instance elements in the group of associated elements 
that is derived independently of the first instance 
10 element is unique, 

19* A computer-implemented database comprising: 

a. one or more sets of data value elements, each data 
value element having a position in one of the one 
or more sets of data value elements and a data 

15 value; 

b. at least a first and a second set of instance 
elements, each instance element having a position 
in its respective set of instance elements and an 
instance value, and each set of instance elements 

2 0 corresponding to an attribute, 

c. wherein for a first instance element in the first 
set of instance elements 

(i) a first associated data value element in the 
one or more sets of data value elements, 
25 derived from the first instance element's 

position, is associated with the first 
instance element and at least one other 
element in the first set of instance elements, 
and 

3 0 (ii) a single second instance element in the second 

set of instance elements, whose position in 
the second set of instance elements is 
different from the first instance element's 
position in the first set of instance 
3 5 * elements, is derived from the first instance 

element's instance value, and 

d. further wherein 
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(i) a second associated data value element in the 
one or more sets of data value elements is 
associated with the second instance element 
and at least one other element in the second 

5 set of instance elements, and 

(ii) the first instance element can be derived from 
the second instance element independent of the 
first instance element's value • 

20. A computer-implemented database comprising: 

10 a. two or more attribute sets comprising data values 

and instance elements, each instance element 
associated with one data value and having a 
position and contents; 

b. connectivity information uniquely associating each 
15 instance element with a specific instance element 

in at least one other attribute set; 

c. wherein connectivity information for a first 
instance element associated with a first data value 
in a first attribute set associates the first 

20 instance element with a second instance element 

that is a specific one of a plurality of instance 
elements associated with a second data value in a 
second attribute set and 

d. wherein the position of the second instance element 
25 is independent of the position of the first 

instance element. 

21. The database of claim 20 wherein the connectivity 
information for the first instance element comprises the 
contents of the first instance element* 

30 22. The database of claim 21 wherein each data value has a 
position and wherein the data values in the second 
attribute set are unique and sorted. 

23 . The database of claim 22 wherein the second attribute 
set further comprises displacement information that 

35 identifies the instance elements in the second attribute 

set that are associated with the second data value. 

24. The database of claim 23 wherein the first attribute set 
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further comprises occurrence information identifying the 
occurrence number of the second instance element among 
instances of the second data value in the second 
attribute set and wherein the connectivity information 

5 - for the first instance element further comprises the' 

occurrence information for the first attribute set and 
the displacement information for the second attribute 
set. 
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